Space Weather and the Sun (middle school level presentation)

Dear Solar Explorer,

We are glad to see that you have downloaded our presentation, SWweb_mid.ppt.  This PowerPoint file has 51 pages and 28 video clips associated with it.  We believe it can be presented in less than an hour.  It was created on a Mac but should perform equally well on a PC.  The movie files are not embedded in the presentation.  Instead, they are identified on the presentation pages and you have to go to the file directory and double-click on each one to make it play at the appropriate time.  While this is not the most elegant way to present them, we found it is, by far, the most reliable.

If you have any problems using this presentation or wish to offer feedback, your comments and suggestions are more than welcome.  Please send your e-mail messages to Steele Hill at steele.w.hill@nasa.gov.

Our outreach staff at the Solar and Heliospheric Observatory (SOHO) has developed an educational CD called The Sun & Space Weather that we can send to you. It has somewhat more elaborate presentations at the elementary, middle and high school levels, with additional tutorials on selected, related topics.  It also contains several activities, interactive poster, links, and other resources.  To request one, just send us your address to Steele Hill.  Use the phrase Sun CD in the subject line. We will also include an Exploring the Sun poster.

For elementary teachers, we offer online this simple engagement activity (that you can print out) as a follow-up to the presentation in which students compare two variations of a poster to find the differences between them:

http://soho.nascom.nasa.gov/classroom/Differences.pdf
We also recommend that you visit the Sun-Earth Day website for activities here:

http://sunearthday.gsfc.nasa.gov/2008/getinvolved/lp_k5.php
Keep your eyes to the skies!

